




Green Dot Toolkit for Faculty

Paper Topics

The following list is by no means exhaustive. You 
can assign topics from the list or o�er it as a brain-
storming tool for students.

1.	 The role of the bystanders in violence preven-
tion.

2.	 Bystander dynamics, what keeps people from 
acting in high-risk situations?

3.	 The role of primary prevention in reducing the 
prevalence of partner violence, sexual assault 
and/or stalking.

4.	 The impact of high pro�le incidents of sexual 
assault on college campuses.

5.	 The psychological e�ects of rape victimization.

6.	 The mental health outcomes of partner or 
sexual violence perpetration or victimization.

7.	 The physical health outcomes of partner or 
sexual violence perpetration or victimization.

8.	 The portrayal of violence in the media, speci�-
cally partner violence, sexual assault and stalk-
ing.

9.	 The history and application of the Violence 
Against Women Act (VAWA).

10.	How gender socialization perpetuates partner 
violence, sexual assault and/or stalking.

11.	Social media and sexual assault shaming. 

12.	The economic impact of interpersonal violence.

13.	Rates and impact of male victimization experi-
ences (which includes, but is not limited to child 
abuse).

14.	Use of social media and other technology in 
stalking and partner violence.

15.	Seven characteristics of a rapist (see research by 
David Lisak).

16.	The cycle of violence associated with partner/



19.	The history of Title IX.

20.	Major social justice or cultural movements 
and their application to reducing violence 
today. How does culture change happen.

21.	Social norms that contribute to the sustain-
ability of interpersonal violence. 

22.	Problems with rape and domestic violence 
legislation.

23.	The impact of interpersonal violence from a 
global perspective.

24.	



▶� Checking in with a friend who looks 
uncomfortable

Quotes for PowerPoint Slides:

��y“I long to accomplish a great and noble task, 
but it is my chief duty to accomplish humble 
tasks as though they were great and noble. 
The world is moved along, not only by the 
mighty shoves of it’s heroes, but also by the 
aggregate of the tiny pushes of each honest 
worker.” –Helen Keller

��y“The world is a dangerous place. Not be-
cause of the people who are evil; but be-





▶� Give your friends a heads up about your 
concerns, in case they plan on going to 
the party.

▶� Roll your eyes when he tells you all about 
it.

▶� Host a di�erent party the same night.

7.	 Concerning behavior: One of your good 
friends has stopped hanging out with your 
group of friends. He used to be really social, 
but he has a new boyfriend who seems to take 
up all of his time. You also noticed that he quit 
the debate team and he didn’t show up for 
class last week.

��yYou’ve got options!

▶� Tell your friend you’re concerned about 
him. Ask him how things are going.

▶� Talk to one of your mutual friends to see 
what they’ve noticed. See if they’d feel 
comfortable checking in with him.

▶� Tell your friend you miss him and you’re 
always there if he wants to talk.

▶� Post a campus resource to your Facebook 
timeline at a time when you know he’ll 
see it.

▶� Invite your friend to an concert that you 
only have one extra ticket for.

8.	 Concerning behavior: You’re standing in line 
at the concession stand at a football game. 
You overhear a couple behind you. The guy is 
accusing his girlfriend of some ugly things and 
calling her some pretty o�ensive names.
��yYou’ve got options!

▶� Turn around and tell the guy he’s making 
a fool of himself. 

▶� Ask the girl if she’s ok.

▶� Wait until the girl goes to the bathroom 
and check in with her when she’s away 
from him.

▶� Give the guy a dirty look.

▶� Start talking loudly on your cell phone 
and get in their space.

▶� Go and get security.

▶� See if your outgoing friend will tell him 
to knock it o�.

9.	 Concerning behavior: On Facebook, you see 
a “friend’s” post spreading a rumor about the 
sexual exploits of a mutual friend. It’s mean 
and embarrassing. 
��yYou’ve got options!

▶� Tell your mutual friend about the post 
and see if they’re ok.

▶� Text or send a message to your “friend” 
and tell them the post was rude and not 
cool.

▶� Comment on the post that the poster is 
full of %@#&.

▶� Post a funny youtube video or vine that’s 
totally o� topic in the comment section.

▶� Report the post to Facebook.

▶� Put a link to an article about cyber-ha-
rassment in the comment section.

10.	Concerning behavior: Your roommate has 
been totally preoccupied with this girl he’s 
interested in. You saw him going through her 
pictures on Instagram and he always wants 
to eat at the restaurant that she waitresses 
at. He’s sent her �owers a few times and she 
seems uncomfortable with the attention. 
She’s told him she already has a boyfriend.

��yYou’ve got options!

▶� You tell your roommate, “She’s just not 
that into you, move on, man.”

▶� You have some mutual friends with the 
girl. Ask them if they can check in with 
her to make sure she’s ok. If she’s not, tell 
your roommate to back o�.

▶� Send your roommate a link to match.
com.

▶� Ask the manager of the restaurant to tell 
your roommate he needs to leave her 
alone. 



▶



a guy standing o� to the side. She noticed him 
because he was the only one around who wasn’t 
dancing. The guy attempted to dance behind 
a girl in front of Steph and her friends. The girl 
didn’t seem interested and as Steph continued 
watching, the guy would dance behind her for a 
couple minutes, then back o�, dance behind her, 
then back o�. She had a feeling he wasn’t going 
to stop. At that point, Steph started dancing in 
between the two of them and asked the girl if 
she knew the guy, she replied, “no, and I don’t 
know what to do, he’s been creeping on me all 
night!” Steph and her friends stayed dancing 
around the girl until the guy got the message 
that he was not welcome. The guy left and the 
girl was able to enjoy the rest of the show.

Angela’s story: Angela’s friend Tanya had been 
dating Monique since the start of the school year. 
She noticed that Tanya never responds to her 
texts and calls anymore. She asked Tanya before 
class why she hasn’t heard from her and Tanya 
told her that Monique has been monitoring her 
phone use and that she is only allowed to use her 
phone when she is with Monique. Angela asked 
Tanya how she feels about that and o�ered to go 
with her to talk to one of the counselors about 
this relationship. 

Kate’s story: Kate saw her roommate Alexa 
talking to her new boyfriend from a distance on 
campus. She noticed Alexa looked upset and her 
boyfriend seemed to be scolding her. Kate ran 
up to Alexa shouting, “Oh my gosh, you’ll never 
believe what I’m about to tell you, come here!!!” 
She took Alexa’s arm and walked her away from 
her boyfriend. She then let her know that she 
is always there to talk if she needs anything or 
wants help. 

Extra Credit Assignments

O�ering extra credit to students is always a very 
motivating factor. Below are some activities or 
events that could be used as extra credit assign-
ments.

��yTalk about it.  Have 10 conversations with 
friends or classmates about violence preven-
tion or interpersonal violence in general and 

keep a log of the themes.

��yGoogle it. Look up bystander intervention 
and violence prevention. Find 10 sources 
(articles, YouTube videos, websites, etc.) that 
you can learn from and report back.

��yVine it. Research 5 bystander barriers 
(things that can keep people from acting in 
high risk situations) and create vines to dem-
onstrate each one. These articles will help:

▶� Latane, Bibb, and John M. Darley. “The un-
responsive bystander: Why doesn’t he help?.” 
(1970): 276-290.

▶� Darley, John M., and Bibb Latane. “Bystander 
intervention in emergencies: di�usion of respon-
sibility.” Journal of personality and social psychol-
ogy 8.4p1 (1968): 377.

▶� Latane, Bibb, and John M. Darley. “Group inhibi-
tion of bystander intervention in emergencies.” 
Journal of personality and social psychology 10.3 
(1968): 215.

▶� Fischer, Peter, et al. “The unresponsive bystander: 
Are bystanders more responsive in dangerous 
emergencies?.” European journal of social psy-
chology 36.2 (2006): 267-278.

▶� Garcia, Stephen M., et al. “Dual e�ects of 
implicit bystanders: Inhibiting vs. facili-
tating helping behavior.” Journal of Con-
sumer Psychology 19.2 (2009): 215-224.

��yBroadcast it. Create a video “news story” of 
prevention e�orts on this campus. Seek out 
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��yDiscover it. Interview a local or campus 
victim service provider, advocate or coun-
selor about their work and their opinions on 
prevention of violence. 

��yOrganize it. Start a project or organize and 
event or gathering to further Green Dot and 
other prevention e�orts on campus. Mobi-
lize your community! 

��yVolunteer for it.  Volunteer at the campus 
advocacy services, local rape crisis center or 
domestic violence shelter.

��yWrite about it. Write an article or letter to 
the editor for the local or campus newspa-
per about the importance of violence pre-
vention.



ing on the situation and what’s coming 


