
“algorithms” for gift-wrapping! 

When you play card games, you often want to keep your set of cards organized by suit or num-

bers. Unconsciously, you apply a sorting algorithm to do that. While these are examples of simple 

algorithms, they are similar to more complex algorithms that computer scientists devise in that 

they all are a sequence of precise steps to accomplish a task. An example of a more complex al-

gorithm is the set of steps used to knit a sweater with a particular pattern. Even more complex 

algorithms are used by computers to learn our online shopping habits and make recommenda-

tions to us for buying more things! Now that you know what algorithms are, think about some of 

your usual daily tasks and identify if and how you are using algorithms to accomplish those! 

 

Here is a short video describing “what are algorithms” that you might enjoy! 

For the Holidays 

SCRATCH Ed has an interactive holiday lesson to help students build an interactive, animated 

https://www.khanacademy.org/computing/computer-science/algorithms/intro-to-algorithms/v/what-are-algorithms
http://scratched.gse.harvard.edu/resources/scratch-holiday-card.html
http://scratched.gse.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/scratchholidaycard.pdf
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.codevirginia.org%2Fevent%2Fcomputer-science-education-week-2022%2F&data=05%7C01%7Chhollins%40odu.edu%7C91ea3b672a9840f2349f08dad31aa8cf%7C48bf86e811a24b8a8cb368d8be2227f3%7C0%7C0%7C63805440
https://www.csedweek.org/
mailto:tcep@odu.edu
/tcep/arcs
https://sphero.com/blogs/news/real-world-algorithm-examples
https://code.org/curriculum/unplugged
https://code.org/curriculum/unplugged

